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THE WEEKLY XATIONAL REPUBLICAN

ppubiished every Thursdsy moculng, and is far-
plshed to subsoribers 3t (Le following rates: Ome
sopy eme year, §3: three coples one year, §3; ten
m:ur.ﬁ. single coples, ln wrappers, five

-'- All emu.lnung whether on basiness or
for-publication, should be addressed to Wa. 4.

Proprietor. MATIONAL REFUBLICAX,

m‘lﬂ. D. C.

THE REPUBLICAN HAS A LARGER CIRCUD-
LATION THAN AXKY OTHER NORNING PAFPER
[N THE DISTRICT OF (0L UNRIA.

MONDAY MORNING........

T0 THE PUBLIC.

The business office of Tuz ReromLiorx for
he present will contioue at Tenth and D
streets, at which plance all persons having busi-
sesa relations with the paper will call. Due
aotice will be given of the removal of the
susiness depariment to the new RErusticax
wilding.

OUTSIDE OPINIONS OF WASH-
INGTON.

The New York Erening Post and. the
@raphic—one the oldest and the other the
youngest newspaper in the Empire cily—
aad the two, journnls of very high chamcter,
contained articles last Saturday in refer-
ence to Washington which are in striking
tontrust to the vepomons and malicious
sflusions with which their cotemporaries
are generally filled wlhenever théy speak
about the capital of the country. Afier)
alluding to the spasmodic efforts that are
from time to lime made 1o place the seat of
Sovernment on wheels and send it in chase
of the centre of population. the Poat main-
tains that “it is proper for Congress to co-
operate with the local nuthorities of our
sity in improving {ts sireets and squares, to
mnke it attractive, as well as comfortable,
and in chamcter with its position as the
seatl of the National Government. Yet,
strangely enough, until Iste years Wash-
‘agton has hardly surpassed as a place of
sesidence the most ondinury country vil-
wge: its streets harve been rongh and dirty,
%8 squarce desolate nuni-holes, and ils
public work of all kinds umworthy of an
mterprising town.
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%o un'some ¥ights which should be taken
into considemtion.
THE NATIoNAL WATER-LINE.
The surplus of the United Btates grain
crop which roaches the seaboard is esti-
mated st two hundred n llm ef Inllelr

or about five
quantity 'lhrmphm the Iﬂ'h‘lﬁr

consumplioa, and plr(h!p-!u in one move-
ment from the ' hands, is esti-

wated at & mifilion bushels more.

In addition 1o this grain movement, the pro-
visions, lire stnck, fuel, cotton, sugar, man-
ufactured of all Linds, make an aggregale
tonnageé alinost beyond computation. The
present average cost of moving this tonnage
on the New York canals is about eight mills

railways two cents per ton per mile. The
great desideratum of the present moment is
the” achievement of a possibility of moving
all heavy tonnage between the Mississippi
| valley and the seaboard by witer and steam

through s Inke.
a governor and regulalor of mies of freight
on all competing: lines, and afford a com-
plate protection against extortion. It would
be & grnd thing, indeed, to have a con-

Hampton roads, free from ico eleven months
in the year, anil carrying a ton of freight at
the rate of two to three mills per mile;
Buch i the promise held out by the
friends of th¢ Central Water Line through
‘irginia, connecting ‘with the Ohio and
Mississippi rivers. Sucha scheme; having,
s0 far as the execution of the work ia con-
cerned, been pronounced praticable by a
number of the most eminent engineers of the

l

counlry, deserves the serious attention of
Congress.  The amount of moncy required
to finish the canal and to improve the En-

nawha, Ohio and Mississippi rivers will be
very'large, and the utnost circumspection
ought, therefore, tobe observed hefore com-

luullng the Goverument to such an under-

tnking. A question has been raisod about
the water supply al the summit level of the
canal, aud with regard to the practicability
of the great tunnel of the AMeghany moun-
tning.~ Under & resplution of the House of
Representatives the Becretaty of War has
already had this line surveyed by Masjor
Craighill, of the United States engineers,
who has reported to Gen, Humphreys that

.

But for the United| pigpy,

the question of **practica-
Mr. Edwand Lormaine, one of the.

have "-wu!m'

Btates buildings and grounds, it would | most distingnished hydmaolic engincers of
Save been the most umiiimctive place of | the country; Capt. McNeil, of the Guited

its size on the continent.
may be said agalnst the policy of givingp
the Distriet of Columbia a Territorial gov-

renment, or of the character of men who
save contralled its affairs, it is notorions
dmt under the new onler of things exten-
sive and valuable improvements have been
nade, and the old wilderness of wrecks and
itches is blossoming into & handsome me-
wopolis.”  The Post goes on to say:
“There are a few persons in Washingion
who oppose this policy of improvement, |

Whatever, then, | Siutes topographical enginecrs, and other en-

gineers had previously made similar reports
in favor of the practicability of the route.
But, in view of the magnitude of the under-

tnking, it is well that yet another and more | o0 A s

anthoritative examination® las been ordered
by the Secretary of War, who has directed
the assembling of a board of engineers to
pass again on the subject. This board will
convene in a few days at Richmond, Va.
The central water line is not to be con-
founded with the various private-sohemes

wmd who from the first have found fanlt | | before Congress for subsidies and sppropria-

with the amount of money for which they |

lions. The transaction is one to which

aave been assessed, and with Il!e IABNCT | (practically) the only parties are the States

a1 which it bas been expended.”

ol Virginia and West Virginia on the one

It is very evident that the motivesof the | hand and the United States on. the other.

‘few persons”’ who oppose the improve- | It is an offer on the part of Virginia and
nents are pretty well understood by the | West Virginia to turn the work over to the
sountry. From the very beginning they | Federsl Government on the ground of their

anve fought the new form of government :
asmpered in every way they counld its offi-

inability to completeit. They make acom-
plete surrender of the work, which has cost

sers, and did all in their power 1o keep the | some $10,000,000, and ask the United States
sapital the unseemly and miserable place 1o tako possession of il, complete it, and

1 was some years ago. - They can claim no
share whatever in the work of renovaling
wdd retwiilding the city and cansing it to
"Dlossom  into a bandsone mm]mlit"i
The work has been done in #pite of them

wake it a free public highway for all the
people of the Union—subject only to suffi-
cient tolls to meet the necessary annual re-
paips. The proposition, thercfore, is grossly
misrepresented by those who speak of it in

lud against their most sirenuons exertions, amu'ul:-on with the subsidies asked for in
Upto the present iime, asthe official fig- | | belinlfof some other schemes now. before
ares show, they have contributed only a Congress. Many of these contemplate the | 4
mere fraction towund the expenses of the | creation of new mouopolies Lo be suhuidized
work. The gentlemen who are pointed | by the Government; the Virginis proposi-
sut as our millionaires and largest proprie- | fion contemplates a work controlled by the
wrs have allowed the bunlen-of the work | Government for the benefit of the people,
w fall entirely wpon the shoulders of the | and is essentially the reverse of a subsidy
men of modemtemeans, upon the mechanic | and monopoly.
Miaried lerk. - Hunidrede of even day ab. | | W% Tl commisioners of the State of

srers upon the streets luive contributed a
thousand fold more in proportion to their

means and the property they own than Mr,
Corcoran, who now is indelted to the city
in the sum of some fifieen

dollars. It is  abom  time,

shese circumsianees, tlal  we

pave an end of all this ““buncombe’ about
our “leading citizens” nud “public bene-
factors,”” and similar twaddle.  Poor men

and their famiiles are now suffering for the
accessariex of lile becanse these men will
not pay for the work whieh bas almost
doubled their property in value, and given
them magnificent  streets and  rosdways,

aver which to drive their laxurious car-
riages.  If they were unable to par, no ob-
pection would e made: but when they

| ment.
thousand | enumerated are :

! Maive inlulged n some very pertinent and
| timely remarks in thelr annual report i refer- | 374 Be

ence 1o the superficial and unsubsiantial char-|
acter of American rallways and their equip-
Amoung the essentinis 10 guod roads
“First, & track and way of

under | uniform inlegrily : second, faithfully (not ex-
ghoulil | travagantly) constructed rolling-stock; and
| nuatly, skilled, devoted men, systematically

organized and disciplined by sn efficlent execu-
tive.” There is no doubt that saflway man-
agement is defective as a rule in this country.
False notions of economy are at the foundation
of Lad mansgement. Road-beds are imper-
fectly ballasted. The masoury of bridges and
culyeris is too often slighted by contractors
amd aceepted by corrupt or Incompetent super-
htemlents and engineers. Rollingstock e

| prchased more for good looks, grandeur, and

maguificence than worth and durabitity. Tracks

bse abundant means and decline to pay | are nelther fenced nor policed properly, Incom-
| petent and inexperienced persons are too often

their honest debits out of n spirit of opposi- |

tion 1o the daly constituted authoritics, and | PMaced in charge of trains which should only
when that refusal entails the severest dis- |l “;"“““‘f‘“:_::‘“:"dl"“]"‘_lm"l mm
wess upon the classes Teast able to bear it : requent acchlents, lnvolving losses

‘ ) s ud property, disastrous tothe traflic and reve-
ey cannot complain when they are con- Nowe bul the best ma-

femacd, as they deserve to be condemned. |
it is pot Mr. Shephend and the members of
she Bonrd of Public Works whom Mr. Cor-
sorant oppresses when he declines to pay
his assessments, bt the poor laborers and
wadesmen, who are compelled to do with-
sut what is justly due them for wages
sonestly earned. No money of Lis has
seeu improperly expended, for the sunple
reason that he has not paid any exeept a
acre moiety of bis indebtedness,

If be and the gentlemen who are with
aim had in the very beginning joined with
the present government, we should bave a
fur different condition of affairs to-day in
the District. And when the District gov-

srament went into operation there was no
reason in the world why they should mnt

nues of companices,
terial should Ue used in the construction of a
ruflway or its equipment, snd In the persouied
of it= operation the most futelligent mod the
best trained labor should be employed. Men
of high persousl and woral courage snd tem-
perate amd steady habits are essential to safety
of property and Hfe. With such roads as are
here described, properly fenced and policed and
operated hy men of the characte: Just desoted,

accidents would be fmpossible. Thqwould.-i
bee foreseen, guanled against, avd of course
avoided. These things l!lw true—and they
are comfirmed by dafly obsersation—it is quite
time that railway compsnies were held crimi.

nally responsible, through their officers and

men, fur the Injuries to life and MHmb that are |

vecasioned by their penurionsness and the care-
lessness and fncompetency of their employees,

| Trae and ultimate économy will be found In

save so acted. But ll.m' showed “mr||lm cmployaeni of the best material aml

weth at the very ontset, and declured that talent.

Washington should continue if they mH1

L ——
Wi mave been told by geveral of the Avenne

aelp it to be what the Posf has described it | booksellers that they frequently have arders

w have been. But an opposition ticket
was put in the field the first election, and
njunction followed injunciion; a pack of
lisrepirtable strikers and loafers were set to
sarking at every man connected with the
ocal administration, and the ouniside oppo-
dtion press was filled with the grossest
talumny of those who were placed at the
yead of affairs. This policy which has
seen continued by these persons for the lnst
wo years has been fatal to the best interests
if the city, and done more to damage it in

public estimation than all other canses 1

jined. They have deprecinted its se-
puritics and given its credit & blow
bom which it §s to be feared Wt
will nof soom recover. Tt doubtless
suited their purposes to doso; but it eer.
minly is not the part of patriotic citizens.
fo grant the investigation which Is now
Semanded in pursuit of the same general
line of policy will In all probability produce
) volume of one thousand pages, the same
3¢ 8 year ago, and end in nothing. Mean-
- fime, however, the purposes of these peo-
pie will have been achieved; property will
th&mwﬂluﬁ.ﬂﬂr

dmﬂnnﬂamm' . a b
“qus

 Bgure, and (hos enabic the capitalist toprey |
apon lhﬂ poor mah. M“ frand IQII
rormuptivn s said to exist. I it does, why

fur the latest edition of “Lanman’s Dictionary
of Congress,” which  erders they arc unable to
fill. The reasuns for this are interesting toihe
public. The work fs no longer published be-|
canseof the inf ut of the author’s copy-
right by the action of Congress. 1t would ap- | maries
pear that Congreds, after printing three edi-
tious of the work ss = publie document, aind
then sapplyiug itsell by purchase, directed the
Joint Committee on Printing to push aside the
dictioniiry, and to pablish the same [nforms-
tion in precisely the same manoer is the “Con.
gresslomal Directory.” Whether right or wrong,
the effect of that sciion was to desiroy Lhe
property which had cost the sulhor the sriu-
ous labor of many years, We are not per-
somally acquainted with Mr. Lauman, byt we
do koow that his dictionary of Congress
bad come 1o be consklered indispensabie sz a
book of reference In all the Departments, and
that for Comgress to destroy a work by
thoughtless legislation, which was purely a
private property, is & “smystery of fniquily”
which cavaot be defended.
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United Siates Centennial Commission, has

given to these charges, and regret exjressed
that thelr publication has “given cause for

. WM" (whatever that may be) at.
Philadelphia, and that the n bas now
s Philadelphia -

per ton per mile, and by the New York|"

as cheaply as mfsof logs can-be towed|
Buch s'rorte wonld act as |

linwous waler-line, navigated by steamers, 1
from 8¢ Paut and Memphis and Omaba to |

the surveys coaducted under his charge | .
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